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One day in May 2021, | lea
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A special video is now available
on the PEACH LIVE website!

The locals will tell you what they like
about the Amami islands, surrounded
by beautiful scenery. Please enjoy it
along with the stories in this magazine.
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Amami Islands have eight inhabited islands
and a population of about a hundred
thousand. | took this photo in Kakeromaji-
ma. Amami Oshima is faintly visible in the
background.
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To a lush paradise of flora and fauna

I drove from Amami Airport. With the windows down, | appreciated
the smell of the sea and the moist breeze of a tropical island. |
just passed through Amami city and drove further south. With less
and less houses and buildings, | found tall trees and dense bushes
covering both sides of the road. Then, came the broccoli-like
mountains. | had the impression that Amami Oshima was a resort
with blue waters, but the first thing | encountered on this trip was
the color of deep green.

“The further south you go, the more mountainous the island be-
comes. The mountains receive humid air and accumulate clouds.
It actually rains a lot here, which makes the plants grow incredibly
fast! This, in turn, provides a safe place for animals to live,” said
Minori Yoneda, a tour guide born and raised in Amami Oshima.
Amami Oshima and Tokunoshima, which were separated from the
continent 12 to 5 million years ago and are covered with subtropi-
cal broad-leaved evergreen forests, are home to endemic species
that have already become extinct on the continent. In addition,
there are many other species that have evolved uniquely due to the
lack of interaction with species in other islands for a long time.
The islands are a paradise for plants and animals, contributing to
biodiversity of global importance.

Then, | heard something say hyolololololo. "Oh, the Ryukyu ruddy
kingfisher. Summer has come,” Minori said. As its name suggests,
ruddy kingfishers are red migratory birds that fly from Okinawa in
early summer. "Over there!” Minori said. | immediately looked at
where she pointed, but it was already gone. After several times of
"There itis!" | finally caught a glimpse of the flying bird. Peoples

in the island were very sensitive to changes in nature. Minori told
me that they often talked about plants, animals, and the shape

of clouds, which let them feel the changing of seasons. Moved by
how they live their everyday lives, | thought | wanted to know more
about the people and the nature in Amami.
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left page: A lovely waxplant with white
cherry-like flowers blooming in a ball. /
right page, upper-left: Kenmun, a yokai
believed to live in Amami. He is a good boy
in some legends and a bad boy in others. /

upper-right: Minori Yoneda, the tour guide.

She is also a shima-uta singer. / below:
Arangachi Waterfall in Uken village. In
summer, people cool themselves here and
let their children play in the water.
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above: A scene | saw while taking a break in Saneku, Kakero-
majima. The color of the sea in the background is called "Sane-
ku blue.” / lower-left: "Deigo”, bright orange flowers of a coral
tree. They are at their best in early summer, but there were still
a few left. / lower-right: Yorojima was the quietest place of the
eight islands. Coral stone walls were lined up along the road.

PEACH LIVE

VINITOHOA

A/ EBETHR S IKBENER BRI &

BORELTWR, E/TEDKBTER
REZAHBEDIERBETLINIEIHFHA
TEDOANFTZHEER, EXVHEE > TW .

right: Awoman with a nice smile | met on
Ukejima. She was diving for fish. / left: "For
ourselves to eat,” she said, showing the
shellfish. The locals call them "Terada.”
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Peaceful lives of the islanders

“If you go to Kakeromajima, you can see the landscape of Amami in
the original state,” Minori said. Following her advice, | headed for the
ferry terminal in Koniya. There were surprisingly many passengers
even though it was early in the morning, probably because it was
Sunday. In only twenty minutes, Ferry Kakeroma arrived at Seso Port
in Kakeromajima. While | was standing in line to get off the ferry,

my eyes met with those of two women carrying a large bouquet of
flowers with striking red leaves. "Beautiful,” | said to them, and they
told me that the plant with the red leaves was called Croton.

"We're visiting our friend’s grave.”

People in Amami visit graves twice a month, on the 1st and the

15th of the lunar calendar. | felt a bit awkward but was soon filled
with admiration for their custom of respecting the deceased and
their ancestors. | walked around the island with a lot of things in

my mind, but was somehow able to stay in a positive and cheerful
mood throughout. It might be because of the magnificent scenery |
encountered here and there.

After enjoying the tranquil Kakeroma time, | became curious about
the two small neighboring islands. People said that the atmosphere
of Ukejima and Yorojima, together called by the name "Uke Yoro”,
would make me feel as if | traveled further back in time. | went
back to Amami Oshima and took a forty-minute ride on a small boat
first to Ukejima, and then another twenty-minute ride to Yorojima.
Enduring the pitching of the boat with the medicine for seasickness,
I'arrived at a small village with no one who looked like a tourist. | felt
a little sorry for that an outsider like me was wandering around it.
"What do you do for a living?" The driver of the boat asked me.

He said that most of the people coming to the island were postal
workers and researchers and | didn't look like one. When | told him
that | came to the islands for no reason, he seemed to be surprised
at my answer but smiled.

“Well, then let's take a special route back to Koniya. | want to show
you the beautiful sunset,” the driver said and headed westward.

PEACHLIVE 15
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Unique islands made of coral

Beyond the deep blue of the sea which was thought to be endless,
I'saw the color of light blue, faintly shining. I'd never seen such a
clearly visible reef edge (a border between the open sea and the
shallow water). As if | were stuck to the window of the ferry, | looked
out at the light blue water. The ferry was to arrive at Yoron Port.
Getting off the ferry, | went to Oganeku Beach and rode a boat with
some other people to see lovely fish. We also encountered sea
turtles several times. Each time we did, we exclaimed in delight.
When | asked the owner of the boat, who was watching us with a
smile, about the island, he said "Well ......, there's nothing but the
sea,” and laughed. The sea is the greatest treasure. That's what |
think he meant.

Okinoerabujima, the island next to Yoronjima, also has a lot of
beautiful beaches. Maybe a hundred, maybe more. Apparently, the
locals had their favorite beaches which tourists had no information
of. However, | decided to go to the inner area of the island. Some-
one told me that there were countless limestone caves spreading
underground like a web. | felt the cool air as soon as | stepped into
Shoryudo, one of the largest limestone caves in Japan. The ground
water dissolves the coral limestone, and the dissolved limestone
drops one by one to form a natural sculpture, which only grows one
millimeter in three years. | walked on, feeling the profound work of
nature.

With the sense of adventure, | next visited Kikaijima, where | encoun-

tered the "migratory butterfly” Asagimadara, Aosujiageha, and many
other beautiful butterflies | had never seen before. As | watched
those butterflies fluttering in a quiet forest, | felt as if | were in a fan-
tasy film. | couldn’t find Ogomadara, one of the largest butterflies in
Japan. Maybe next time. Feeling like a hunter who missed his prey, |
left the "island of butterflies.”

Yoronjima, Okinoerabujima, and Kikaijima are islands formed by the

uplift of coral reefs. Although they didn't have many endemic species
like Amami Oshima and Tokunoshima, | was happy to experience the

unique and attractive atmosphere of each island.
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left page: Yoronjima with no tall build-
ings, no mountains, and no city lights,

is perfect for stargazing. / right page,
above: Oganeku Beach with unbelievably
clear waters. The beach in the distance
emerged by chance as a result of accu-
mulation of sand near the reef edge. /
below: You can see sea turtles at Oganeku
Beach.
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above: Shoryudo Cavern in Okinoerabujima
is one of the nine best limestone caves in
Japan. / middle-left: Erabu lilies were first
planted more than 100 years ago after the
people in Okinoerabujima saved a wrecked
British ship. / middle-right: Cape Tamina,
located in the northwest part of Okinoer-
abujima, juts out into the East China Sea.
Be careful when visiting the cliff which is
51 meters high. / lower-left: Asagimadara
is known as a "migratory butterfly” which
travels 2000 km from Okinawa to Tohoku.
A lot can be seen on Kikaijima in April,
May, October, and November.
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above: A boy with a bull, so confident in
taking care of it. / middle: Kametsuhama
dance has a history of about 400 years.
People in the island, young and old, practice
the dance to pass down the tradition to fu-
ture generations. There are also programs
which tourists can join. / below: Inno J&futa,
a scenic spot near Tokunoshima Airport. It
is dotted with cliffs and oddly-shaped rocks
resulting from long-time erosion by season-
al winds and rough waves.
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A blue rock thrush | encountered
at Mushiroze. Males are bright
blue, while females are brown.

Fighting spirit and pure heart in bullfighting

| finally arrived at the eighth island, Tokunoshima, which is the
second largest after Amami Oshima. The mountainous area
expanding from the north to the center of the island is home to a
variety of plants and animals. In winter, whales show themselves
in the sea around the island. Despite such rich biota, the first thing
that comes to mind when you hear the name of the island is prob-
ably "bullfighting.” It is said that bullfighting started about 400 to
500 years ago as an entertainment for the locals to celebrate the
harvest of sugar cane for paying taxes. How close is this traditional
culture to the real lives of the people in the island today? With this
question in mind, | drove toward Nakusami-kan, the venue for the
bullfighting tournaments.

Soon, | found a huge bull tied to a rope in the yard of an ordinary
house. While my eyes were glued to it, two boys of elementary
school age came walking from the other side of the road, pulling
a bull. I asked if it was their parents’. "We take care of it,” they
replied in a tone as if they were telling me not to underestimate
them. They already had the pride of bull owners. | followed them
into the bullfight arena, and saw two bulls staring at each other,
head to head. It was a truly exciting battle.

"Every day, we meet here at about this time, practice, and then

go home. This is not peculiar to the people in the area. The whole
island is like this. Tokunoshima is the island of bullfighting,” said
a man who was watching the match nearby. As he said, | met
many inheritors of the bullfighting culture all over the island. They
were all kind enough to tell me about their bulls. "If it were not
for bullfighting, | wouldn't be living in Tokunoshima. Bulls mean
everything to me,” one of them said with unforgettable earnest
eyes. | was touched by his pure heart and felt my own one clear up.
The great nature of Amami which | encountered during this trip
must later become a World Heritage. It made me feel refreshed
and gave me precious memories with the people who lived in and
embodied the grand and beautiful Amami.
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Amami's most beloved creature
Kenmun

Kenmun is a yokai whom mainly people in
Amami Oshima and Tokunoshima believe in.
Itis said that he lives in a banyan tree, and
there are trees everywhere considered to be
his home. Sumo wrestling and fishing are his
favorite things to do. He looks like a Kappa
[green human-like yokai) and has such long
legs that, when he sits hugging his knees,
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they come above his head. Each village has
its own legend of Kenmun. In one village, he
is said to be an “oni [ydkai with horns) who
used to be a human murderer”, and in anoth-
er, he is loved as a cheerful boy. Some people
say they have seen him firsthand while
others say they have sumo wrestled with
him. He has a little brother named "Ubatoui”,
who tricks people to make them get lost in
the mountain or in the woods.
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Don't let it take your soul!
Katakirauwa (one-ear pig)

Katakirauwa, a yokai of a piglet with only one
ear in folklore of Amami Oshima, takes your
soul by running through between your legs.
Even if you are lucky enough to be alive, your
genitals and soul will be damaged for good.
To avoid such a terrifying situation, let's just
cross our legs so that it can’t run through. It
is mostly spotted in Amami city.

ENRFNIEHEICTES?

Ty>v

BRBILGEDI®IER. BLWAHO RN
LEFICDIFFEDDLSHBEEL T
FilzEoTW3, fTEOISORICH
REZHS5. AMA MY EOISEER
IO TREDESICIRD EHERLER
DEZEHTESZSLL. TVLVER
HORNIEETROEENTFE,

A candidate for your companion?
Issha

Issha, a yokai in folklore of Tokunoshima, looks
like @ human child wearing a short straw rain-
coat and a torn straw rainhat. This poor child
seems to have had his leg hurt. Having a tail
resembling an ear of corn, he sees you as one
of them when you put one at your hip and wag it
like a tail. He is good at fishing as with Kenmun,
and likes to eat fish eyeballs.
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A sign of a storm at sea
Zan

Zan or Zannoio is a legendary fish with a
human-like face in Amami Islands and
Okinawa. According to the folklore of Amami
Oshima, emergence of Zan was thought to be
a sign of a storm at sea, which made fishers
hurry back to the harbor. As people in Amami
Islands call dugongs by the name “Zannoi-
yu", Zan may be a mere dugon.
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An evil bird setting fire
Hizama (fire ball)

Hizama is a yokai bird which is said to haunt
a human house and set it on fire. Especially,
people in Okinoerabujima fear it as an evil
god, and they used to avoid keeping chickens
for their resemblance. As Hizama seems to
like staying in an empty bottle or bucket, it is
effective to put it upside down or to fill it with
water so that Hizama can't get in.
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A shy boy hiding himself
Yamambo

Yamambo is a human-child-like yokai in

folklore of Amami Oshima. As he lives in the
mountains, local people used to leave some
nuts unpicked for him. He is sitting under a
big tree, but hides himself when any human
approaches him. But when you say "uoooyi”,
he returns the same greeting, which is why

the locals sometimes call echoes "Yamambo™.
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Cheating at the match to win the daylight role
Legend of the moon and the sun

According to the folklore in Kikaijima, the sun
now shining in the daytime and the moon now
glowing at night once had opposite roles. They
had a match: the one who gets the flower of
Shiyakanaro bloom becomes the winner, and
the winner gets to shine in the daytime. At the
match, the sun cheated... The legend is also
known as a motif in a Japanese TV drama.
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If you want to know what's best about the islands, as!
Let's see their favorite places
and their own ways of enjoying life in Amami.
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Listen to the music of nature

| feel most relaxed in the upper stream of the river where we, the crafts-
persons of the dyehouse "Kanai Kougei”, rinse the dyed yarns. Although
Amami Oshima is known for the sea, it also has beautiful rivers, where
you can find various creatures. The songs of the birds and the sound of the
flowing river being so comfortable, | sometimes record them. In the sum-
mer season, | just put my feet in the water and empty my mind. When you
come to Amami Oshima, enjoy not just its scenery but also its "sounds”.
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He began growing coffee trees in Tokunoshima in 2007, and
finally moved from Osaka to settle in and open Miyade Coffee
Farm in 2017. Ambitiously, he is now producing tea using
flowers, berries, and leaves of coffee as well.
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As a beat maker based in Amami Oshima,

he composes music while working as a
craftsperson of traditional muddye at "Kanai
Kogei”. His first album "gandhi” was released
in February, 2021.
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Feel the profound history of the island from spectacular strata

Collision and mixing of oceanic crusts formed mélange deposits about a
hundred million years ago. A stack of the old stratum of such mélange de-
posits and a relatively new stratum consisting of coral reefs of one hundred
and twenty thousand to two hundred thousand years old was uplifted to
the Earth's surface, providing the unique and magical landscape of Inutabu
Coast in Tokunoshima Island. After taking a walk along the coast, please
visit our little coffee farm in the forest. It is a rare spot in Japan where you
can experience coffee through all five of your senses.

MASUMI

\\ y\ 1 \I\()%I H a foreign capital consulting firm with her husband and moved to

S<ENTHIF. RESLORVEBRANI ERED
WAEZICHZNNODNRBICEFLEDHT by X
LhsREFEFTHEVWTLES>TAHATLEIV, 24K
EZRDIEZ . DAY R UFEBEF S FI1EC
KEMR. TLTEEAENBTICLELDET, ED
ICR-2 T 2BET7Z>azBunIb e, XL
BICRVERIFEINIZES TREFRF, BROM
BRBEZA—YEHITWEEY,

DHIES NGB A I
At Ff 0 H3 Tt

Embrace the blue sky and the seain the park

On a beautiful sunny day, enjoy a breathtaking view! Pull up at the bus stop with

an illustration of Totoro (a character in Japanese animation film) in Gusuku
village, Kikaijima, and walk up the steep hill toward Tunumutu Park. When you
reach the top of the hill, look back and take in the wonderful panorama of fer-
tile sugar cane fields stretching to the sparkling horizon with Amami Oshima

beyond it. In the park, recall your child-self and play on the swing. You may feel
as if you were thrown out toward the blue sky and the sea. Such an exciting ex-

perience will eventually make your troublesome everyday thoughts disappear.

RREFN. RRBEL. AAREEIAV YT VI BE
ICBFE L. 2007 FICKE RV 21 T TERERBICHEE. ]
i3 BEHBAOBEZERERY 1 L TROPHEPIZEE,

Masumi, born and raised in Tokyo, took an early retirement from

Amami Oshima in 2007. She now runs a website "Neriyakanaya"

WWEEESA for supporting those considering to move to Amami Islands.
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The model for the giant beanstalk in the famous fairytale

When a French friend of mine visited me in Amami for the first time, one

of my acquaintances recommended to take her to see Modama, a kind of
beanstalk which grows naturally in Sumiyo-cho, Amami-city and is said to be
the model for the beanstalk in the fairy tale "Jack and the Beanstalk". The
Modama natural habitat was designated as a cultural property of Amami city.
In front of the magical and fantastic view, you may feel as if you came to an-
other world. It is a really refreshing spot, but watch out for Habu pit vipers!
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In 2020, the couple decided to move to
Kikaijima, the hometown of NAO, and began
making additive-free craft cola "TOBA TOBA
COLA" using, together with Asian spices,
native mandarin oranges to reduce food loss.

BEAEBBAFRL IS a2/ - UV IRTL
e BRDFODTOE—FE2RLEI—AY Yy
VD E LT, ZARTLD) — 7, EBEER. FED
B TIEAREBR. FREOBERELL FATVT
HFEIFTERVSL EESLWSHAN(TA
HBATY &o &7cs BETHICITEF NI TRME
TNBL—AVYIISYIREDHD. BANS
HEBLDY—AVYA—DBMLET

2021 FISERBRIEFEDH

AN eSS —\
RIH—=COY T Y4

Paddle on the untouched waters

| was a hundred-percent snorkeling lover, but after moving to Amami Oshi-
ma, | began sea kayaking to enjoy the untouched sea around the islands.
There are so many beautiful spots that even the locals have to try really
hard to visit all of them. The east area of Amami Oshima is blessed with
spots such as the reef near the airport and Tatsugo Bay, while the west area
has wonderful places such as Oshima Strait and Yakeuchi Bay on the coast
of Uken village. Every July, a sea kayak marathon race is held in Setouchi-
cho, which draws many off-island sea kayakers (for 2021, only those live in
Kagoshima Prefecture are allowed to participate).
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Born in Amami Oshima, she began learning “shima-uta”, the 2

folk songs of Amami, from her grandfather when she was
ANNA SATO

three years old, and won a number of prizes in shima-uta

contests. In 2018, she participated as a singer in the theme

tune of the Japanese historical drama TV series "Segodon”, B7F3A
and was highly acclaimed for her impressive voice.
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Feel the ain of Amami with in-fli
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digital sewice!

Limited-edition goods such as items in collaboration with Oshima
Tsumugi and a replica of the Amami-version jet are available for
purchase on board. Foods and drinks are also available.

Hand towels connecting the twe places,
Amani; and Kansai, as with owv flights.
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This limited-edition hand towel combines the craftsmanship of your
place of departure and destination: Oshima tsumugi, a traditional high-
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Peach X SHINTO TOWEL X KE#lif /N> F&FJL  PeachxSHINTO TOWELxOshima
tsumugi Hand towel brown/white
1,300 yen each (for domestic flights)

IV /RO4 b £1,300 (EIRREE)

class silk pongee in Amami, and Senshu towels having a history
of more than 130 years in Izumisano city, Osaka, where Peach is based.
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The idea of this product came into our mind when we visited Oshima Tsumugimu-
ra in Amami Oshima in September of 2019. After developing the first collaboration
item (*now sold out), we discussed about next producing something that would
connect Amami and Kansai. We decided our partner to be SHINTO TOWEL based
in the Senshu area as with Peach. Our goal was to make an amazing item from
this surprising combination of a superabsorbent daily-use Senshu towels and
Oshima tsumugi made of delicate silk. After six months of trial and error, we
finally completed a perfect towel. We hope this item will further enrich your life.

"Fly Peach to AMAMI!"

commemorative goods now available!
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The special Amami-version jet inheriting the
design of airplanes of Vanilla Air once flew to
Amami started service in March 2021. Maybe the
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bright happy yellow color of the plane will bring
you good fortune. Limited-edition goods are now
available to commemorate the launch. As our
stock is limited, please do not wait to purchase it.

To be available in September or October
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A special set including two stickers perfect for roller This 1:150 scale perfect-sized model plane in a spe-

Get a taste of raweling with owv online shop

PeachARA >S4 gqw

PEACH SHOP

Peach AR A > 50 > 3w 7PEACH SHOP ONLINE Tid. #AT
[FERFEL TVWAWEEIOSKRY v X%Z L&, Peachd v AHED
ELIAIBOFIvILTESBETORID ZKDL > TRV,

shop.flypeach.com %7z{% TPEACH SHOP ONLINE] TI&5R!

Peach’s official online shop, PEACH SHOP ONLINE, offers a wide variety of
Peach'’s original goods, including items produced in collaboration with peo-
ple in Amami. Please check it out and get a taste of your trip also at home.

Access shop.flypeach.com or search for "PEACH SHOP ONLINE"!

) 283 °

bags and personal computers and a limited-edition
key chain with an atmosphere of tropical islands
[shell white). / JAOBVA/JA201P stickers & key chain
set 1,500 yen (for domestic flights)

cially designed box will be a wonderful souvenir of your
flight or an amazing gift for everyone. / 1:150 scale
mode plane JAOBVA 8,000 yen (for domestic flights)
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You can access the site easily. Check out P2-3 for details.
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The flight map and PEACH LIVE are also included in the in-flight digital service. You can easily
access the service in the in-flight mode or by turning on Wi-Fi during the flight.

Amami featured in this magazine. Snacks

INEDBWEEICU D BRRF Yy 7R O—E—% are ready to be served when you feel a little
BRABCDY IRV OEHECHELTVWEYT, £ —4 hungry. Coffee, tea, and other soft drinks are
— LT BATEROVELEEZEERBI LT V!

also available. Please have a relaxing time
with our foods and drinks.
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You can order from
the in-flight digital service
or just ask us!
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The products and contents of the in-flight digital service described in
this magazine may be changed without prior notice. For the products
currently on sale, please see the in-flight digital service.
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One of the pleasures of traveling is eating. Amami is famous for its
chicken rice "Keihan.” Although | had expected to have one some-
time while touring the eight islands, | couldn’t get the chance. All

the restaurants were already closed after the long interview, or | just
couldn't find any Keihan restaurant nearby. On the last day, when |
had almost given it up, the breakfast at the hotel made my dream
come true. On the menu, there were Japanese-style breakfast,
Western-style breakfast, and "Keihan"! Thanks to this fortunate
opportunity, my trip finally had a happy ending. When you go on a trip,
don't forget to make a meal plan
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